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whichever event occurs last. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(b). 
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ensure tfiat no Office action has been mailed if the discl€)sure statement is delayed until after three 
months from filing.' 
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to the effective date of a continuing application.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 

NOTE: 'An action on the merits means an action which treats the patentability of the clairris in an application, 
as opposed to only formal or procedural requirements. An action on the merits would, for example, 
contain a rejection or indication of allowability of a claim or claims rather than just a restriction 
requirements (37 C.F.R. 1. 142) or just a requirement for add'rtior^ fees to have a clwm considered (37 
C.F.R. 1.1$(dj). Thus, if an application was filed on Jan. 1 and the first Office action on the merits was 
not mailed until six months later on July 1, the examiner would be required to consider any proper 
information disclosure statement filed prior to July 1.' Notice of April 20, 1992 (1138 O.G. 37-41, 39). 

WARNING: 'A petition for suspension of action to allow applicant time to submit an information disclosure 
statement will be denied as failing to present good and sufficient reasons, since 37 C.F.R. § 1.97 
provides adequate recourse for the timely submission of prior art for ponsideration by the examiner. ' 
Notice of July 6, 1992 (1141 O.G. 53^. 
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Section 1» Preliminary statements 

Applicants submrt herewith patents, put>lications or ottier Ihfannation, of which they are 
aware that they believe may be material to the examination of this application, and in respect 
of which, there may be a duty to disclose. 

The filing of this infonnation disclosure statement shall not be constnjed as a representa- 
tion that a search has t>een made (37 C.F.R. 1.97(g)), an admission that the infomiation 
cited is, or is considered to be, material to patentability, or that no other material information 
exists. 

The filing of this information disclosure statement shall not be construed as an admission 
against Interest In any manner. Notice of January 9, 1992, 1135 O.G. 13-25, at 25. 
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Hon, Commissioner of Patents 
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Washington, D.C. 20231 



While the information and references disclosed in this 
Information Disclosure Statement may be "material" pursuant to 37 
CFR §1.56, it is not intended to constitute an admission that any 
patent, publication or other information referred to therein is 
"prior art" for this invention unless specifically designated as 
such. In accordance with 37 CFR §1 . 97 (b)., the filing of this 
Information Disclosure Statement shall not be construed to mean that 
a search has been made or that no other material information as 
defined in 37 CFR §1.56 (a) exists. This information is submitted in 
compliance with 37 CFR §1.98 and includes the documents cited in an 
International Search Report from the European Patent Office dated 
April 24, 2003. 
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